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Western PA farmers share realities and recommendations with  

state ag leaders in Allegheny County roundtable 
 

HARRISBURG, PA—On Wednesday, September 24, Pasa Sustainable Agriculture and the PA House Agriculture 

Committee met with a group of western Pennsylvania farmers for a lunch and roundtable discussion on the most 

pressing challenges farmers are facing, followed by a tour of the processing facility at Harvest Valley Farms. 

Farmers' stories covered a wide range of topics, from access to land and credit to nutrition assistance and 

workforce protections. 

 

Lindsay McKee, a first-generation farmer at Good Dog Farm, attributed their operation’s longevity to grant 

programs from the Commonwealth, specifically calling out the Agriculture Conservation Assistance Program 

(ACAP)—which provides financial and technical assistance for the implementation of best management practices 

(BMPs)—for helping fund a project that saved their operation: 

 

Without the grant funding and support from ACAP and the Allegheny County Conservation District, we 

were starting to have conversations about selling our farm. The challenges of water management and the 

loss of topsoil were becoming too great to handle, but through these essential programs, we now have a 

pathway to responsible farm management, allowing us to continue contributing to our local community. 

 

https://www.pasafarming.org/
https://pasafarming.org/
https://www.palegis.us/house/committees/2/agriculture-and-rural-affairs
https://www.palegis.us/house/committees/2/agriculture-and-rural-affairs
https://www.harvestvalleyfarms.com/
https://www.instagram.com/gooddogfarmpa/?hl=en
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/pda/about-pda/boards-commissions/state-conservation-commission/agriculture-conservation-assistance-program
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/pda/about-pda/boards-commissions/state-conservation-commission/agriculture-conservation-assistance-program
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/pda/documents/plants_land_water/stateconservationcommission/acap/documents/SCC%20BMP%20List%20v1.18.23.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/pda/documents/plants_land_water/stateconservationcommission/acap/documents/SCC%20BMP%20List%20v1.18.23.pdf


On the subject of state-level programs, Art King—one of the host farmers of the event—shared his experiences 

with the Farm Vitality Grant, explaining how he and his family leveraged those dollars to develop and implement 

a farm transition plan: 

 

Without the Farm Vitality Grant, we would not have the resources needed to work with a lawyer to 

appropriately bring my son into the farm business as a partner. I encourage any farm family interested in 

putting together a farm succession plan to take advantage of that program. 

 

Dave King—another host farmer—emphasized the importance of updating farm preservation requirements to 

allow smaller-scale farms in high-density areas to qualify for preservation. To date, the minimum criteria for 

farms to qualify for preservation, as defined by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, is 10 contiguous 

acres of farmland. 

 

State Representative Emily Kinkead (PA-20) also spoke about the need to change farmland preservation criteria 

 

Farmers, gardeners, and growers have poured their love into forgotten corners of Pittsburgh for 

generations, and their efforts have yielded beautiful green spaces that have transformed neighborhoods. 

Now, with renewed development interest, the growers who created the beauty that made these areas so 

desirable are being forced out. While our farmland preservation program protects traditional farms from 

these kinds of pressures, it is not available to protect green spaces like the ones in my urban district, and 

Harrisburg must change that. 

 

Many farmers in attendance shared that they face struggles with accessing land. Jason Oddo of Coldco Farm 

detailed the tension between prohibitively high land prices and his farm’s ability to scale their operation. 

Another farmer has moved their operation three times in six years due to inconsistent demands from their 

landowner. Farmers who do have access to land have had to navigate various challenges to adjust their 

operations to fit the land.  

 

On the topic of farmworkers, Dave and Art King, along with Adam Voll of Soergel Orchards, reiterated the 

importance of the H-2A Visa Program, which grants visas to international workers to come to the United States to 

fill temporary or seasonal roles in the agricultural sector. As the American workforce continues to diverge from 

agricultural work, bringing in skilled foreign workers to help bridge these employment gaps on farms is crucial 

for maintaining domestic production and the American economy.  

 

Adrienne Nelson from Bean Weekend also discussed the need for all farmworkers, regardless of their 

immigration status, to obtain a Driver’s License. As contributing members of the American workforce, 

documented and undocumented immigrants deserve to freely travel and navigate their day-to-day activities, 

including traveling to and from their place of employment safely. Organizations like Driving PA Forward work 
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tirelessly to advocate for policies that consider the safety and wellbeing of Pennsylvania’s immigrant 

communities. 

 

Lastly, farmers discussed the challenges they are facing on their farms in the face of climate change and extreme 

weather variations. Jason Oddo mentioned having difficulty with planning and harvesting as a result of 

increasingly inconsistent rainfall, as plant roots would rot due to oversaturated soils. 

 

In a social media post following the event, Secretary Russell Redding writes: 

 

Grateful to join Pasa Sustainable Agriculture, Art King, the House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee, 

and an incredible group of farmers and ag leaders in Western PA for a powerful conversation on 

innovation, resilience, and the future of agriculture. 

In a time of rapid change, you continue to show up—and in doing so, you’re redefining what resilience 

looks like across our food system. 

From conservation to infrastructure to innovation, Governor Shapiro and our team are investing across the 

Commonwealth—because every region, every voice, and every idea matters. 

Western PA is home to not only incredible farms, but real leadership and practical innovation. Together, 

we’re turning those ideas into lasting solutions—for people, communities, and our future. 

A heartfelt thank you to all who continue to lead from the ground up. We’re proud to stand with you. 

 

### 

Pasa Sustainable Agriculture is a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit that supports farmers across the Mid-Atlantic 

and beyond. For more than three decades, we have worked with our community of farmers and changemakers 

to grow a better future through farmer-driven education, research, and advocacy.  

Visit pasafarming.org to learn more. 
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